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order to bribe him, in an underhand manner, into
silence.
CLEAXTE. You try to put forward pretended
excuses, and all your reasons, Sir, are too far-
fetched* Why do you charge yourself with
Heaven's interests? Has it any need of us to
punish the guilty? Allow it to take its own
course; think only of the pardon which it enjoins
for offences, and do not trouble yourself about
men's judgments, when you are following the
sovereign edicts of Heaven. What! shall the
trivial regard for what men may think prevent
the glory of a good action? No, no; let us always
do what Heaven prescribes, and not trouble our
heads with other cares.
TARTUFFE. I have already told you that from
my heart I forgive him; and that, Sir, is doing
what Heaven commands us to do: but after the
scaadal and the insult of to-day, Heaven does not
require me to live with him.
CLIANTE. And does it require you, Sir, to lend
your ear to what a mere whim dictates to his
father, and to accept the gift of a property to
which in justice you have no claim whatever?
TAKTUFFE. Those who know me will not
think that this proceeds from self-interest. All the
world's goods have but few charms for me; I am
not dazzled by their deceptive glare: and should
I determine to accept from his father that dona-